and find medication information relevant to the child's condition. They may view the medical record. Parents can also view their baby via daily updated digital pictures -there is a secure website dedicated to each baby. Perhaps even more importantly, from the privacy of their own home, at any time of the day or night, they may research some 700 newborn-related subject areas stored in the massive database containing clinical content and resources such as baby care and safety reference material. The project has reduced the average length of stay for the premature baby in this unit and also resulted in a 75% reduction in reports of quality-of-care problems. Of course it requires a computer in the home! There are social issues here for discussion regarding computer access and literacy. However, I was impressed by the opportunity to link the family/patient and the physician using technology including an electronic patient record.
The proceedings of the conference were published in the Irish Journal of Medical Science (2002).
Many thanks should be extended to Willem Hogeboom, President IFHRO, Gerard O'Dwyer, President IHSMI, members of the Scientific Program Committee and the local organising committee for an entertaining and stimulating conference. We should look forward to the next international meeting in Washington, USA, 9-14 October 2004.
I did enjoy the opportunity to network with international colleagues. After the congress, like other international visitors, we drove around Ireland, particularly enchanted by the spectacular and wild Atlantic west coast, and poured over the Stone Age passage tombs, ring forts, castles and Georgian architecture of the 18th and 19th centuries.
